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CONSIDERATIONS 
touching the betcer pacification, 
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He Vnitie of your Church, 
Excelient S oueralgne) Is 2 
thinge no leſſe precious, 
than the Vnion of your 
Kingdomes, being both 
Works wherein your hap- 
pineſſe may contend with 
your worthineſle, Having 
therefore preſumed not without your Maieſties 
gracious acceptation, to ſay ſomewhat of the one, 
Iam the more encouraged not tobeelilent in the 
other ;the rather, becaule it isan Argument that] 
hauctranelled heretofore: But Sz/9m commen- 
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(ertaine Conſiderations touching 


.d=tha word (ſpoken in ſeaſon; and as our Sauijour 
(peaking ofthe diſcerning of (ea{ons) ſaith, hers 
ou ſeea cloud riſin? tn thell eſt,you ſay it wilbe aſoure: 
0 your ate5tte, riſing to this Xorarchie in the 
Welt parts-of the World, doth promiſe aſweete 
and fruittull -howre af many bleſsings vpon this 
Church and Common-wealth, a ſhowre of that 
influence,as the verie firſt dewes. and drops there- 
of, haue alreadie layed the ſtormes and windes 
throughont Chriſtendome, reducing the verie 
face of Europe, to a more peaceable and amiable 
Countenance. But tothe purpole. 

Itis verietrue that theſe Eccleſiaſticall matters, 
are thinges not properly appertaining to my pro- 
feſsion, which I was not ſo inconſiderate, but to 
obiect to my ſelfe:bur finding that it is many times 
ſcene, that a man that ſtandeth off, and ſomewhat 
rcinooued from a plot of ground , doth better 
ſuruay it and diſcouer it, than choſe whichare vp- 
pon it, I thought it not impoſsible, but that asa 
lookeron, might caſt mine cies vponſome things 
whichthe Actors them(elues, (eſpecially ſome be- 
ing intereſſed, ſome led and addicted, fome decla- 
red and ingaged)did not, or would not ſee ; And 
that knowing in my conſcience, whereto God 
beareth witneſſe, that the thinges which I ſhall 
{peake,fpring out ofno vaine of popularitie,often- 
ta-ion,deſire ofnoueltie, parcialitie to cither fide, 
diff o:ition ro intermeddle, or any the like _ 

may 
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the Church of England. 

Imay conceiue hope, that what I want in depth 
of judgmept, may be counteruailed in ſimplicitie, 
and (inceritie ofaffeion., Bur of all thinges, this 
did moſtanimate me, that I found in rhele opini- 
ons of mine, (whichT haue long held and embra- 
ced, as may appeare by that which I haue many 
yeres{ince written ofthem, according to the pro- 
portion neyertheleſle of my weakeneſle)a conſent 
f __ _ and conformitie with that which your Majeſtic 
hath publiſhed, ot your owne moſt Chriſtian,moft 
wiſe and moderate ſence in theſe cauſes : wherein 
you haue well expreſſed rothe World, that there 
1s infuſed in your {acred breſt from God, that hye 
principle and poſition of Gonernment, That you e- 
wer ho'd thewhale more deere, than any part. 

For who ſeeth not, that many are affeted and 
give opinio.inthele matters, as if they had not fo 
mucha delire to purge the cuill from the good, as 
ro countenance and protec: the euill by the good, 
Others ſpeake as if their ſcope were onely to (et 
forth what is good, andnotto ſeeke forth what is 
' polsible, whieh1s ro wiſh and not to propound. 
| Others proceed, as if they hzd rather a-minde of 

remoouing, than of reforming: But howſoeuer 
cith-r {ide as men, though excellent men ſhall run 
into extremities, yet your Majellie, asa moſt wile, 
cqual!, and:ehriftizn Moderator,is difpoſedto find 
out the golden mediocritie,mthe eſtabliſhment of 
tha which is ſound, and inthe reparation of thar 
; A 4 _ which 
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and Royall commaundements. Nor ofthe diſlike 


preſumption, popular handling,and other courſes 


(ertame Confrderations touching 


which is corrupt and decayed, To your princely 
judgement then | doe in all humbleneſle, {ubmur 
whatloeuer I (hall propound, cfter:in2 the ſame 
bat asa mite intothe I rea(urie of your wildome? 
For as the Aſtronomers do wel oblerue,that when 
three of the {uperiour Lightes doe meete in con- 
inCtion, it bringeth forth ſome admirable effects: 
{othere being joyned in your Majeſtie the light of 
Nature,the light of Learning, and aboue all the 
Light of Gods holy ſpirit, it cannot be but your go- 
vernment muſt be as a happie conſtellation ouer 
the States of your Kingdomes. Neither 1s there 
wanting to your Majeltte that fourth Light, which 
though it be but a borrowed Light, yer 1s of lingu- 
ler efticacie and moment added tothe reſt, which 
is the Light of a moſt wile, and well compounded 
Counſlaile, to whoſe honourable and graue wile: 
domes I doelikewiſe ſubmitte whatloeuer l (hall 
{ay;Hoping that | ſhallnot neede to make proteſta- 
tion of my mind and opinion, that vntill your Ma- 
jeſtiedoth otherwiſe determineand order, all ac- 
ruall andfull obedience isto be giuento Eccleſia- 
fticalljuriſdiction,as it now ſtands,and when your 
Majeftie hath determined and ordered, that euery 
good Subiect oughtto reſt ſatisfied, and apply his 
obedienceto your Majeſties Lawes, Ordinances, 


7 hane of all immodeſt bitterneſſe, peremptorie 


rending 
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the Church of England.” |. 
rending rither to rumour and impreſsion in the 
vulgar tort, thanto likely-hoed of cffeft, ioyned 
with obſ(eruation ofdutie. | 
. But before lenter intothepoints contronerted, 
I thinke good to remooue (it it may be)-rwo opi- 
nions, which do directly confront and opponeto 
reformation, the one bringing it toanullitie, and 
the other-toan impoſsibilitie..: The firſt is, Thar ir 
is againſt good policie to innouate any thins in Church 
matters. The other,T hat all reformat on muſt be af- * 
ter one Plitforme. 3 bs | rorkmis 
For the firſt of theſe, it is excellenily fayd by the 
Prophet, Szare ſuper vias anriquas,  videre que- 
namſit via retta GO vera, © ambulate-:in ca. SO as 
he dothnot ſay, State ſuper vas antiquas © amba- 
latein eis, For it is true ,that with all wiſe and 
moderate perſons, cuftome and vſage obtaineth 
that reverence, as it is (ufficient matter to mooue 
them to makea ftand, and to diſcouer and: take a 
view,butitisno warrant toguideor conduQtthe; + 
a iuſt groundlI fay it is of deliberation, but not of 
direCtion. Bur on-the other ſide, who knoweth 
not thattime is truely compared toa ſtreame, that 
caricth downefreſhand pure waters intothat ſalt 
ſea of corruption which enuironeth all humane 
ations? And therefore if mzn ſhallnor by his in- 
duftrie, vertue, and-policie; as/ it were-with'the 
oare rowe againſt the ſtreame.and-inelination of 
time, all inftyyutions and —— betheyneuer 
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ſo pure will corrupt and degenerate, But notts 
handlethis matter comon-place-like, | would one- 
ly aske, why the ciuill Stare, ſhould be purged and | 
reſtored by goodand wholeſome Lawes made e- 
uery third or tourth yeare in Parliaments allem- 
bled, deniſing remedies as faſt as time breedeth 
miſchiefs, & contrariwile the Eccleiiaſticall State 
ſhonld ſtill continue-vpon the dregs of time, and 
receive no alteration now for thele fine and fortie 
yeares and more? If any man ſhall obiect, tharif 
the like intermiſsion had beene vſed in Ciuill cau- 
ſes allo, the error had not beene great. Surely, the 
wiſedome' of the Kingdome hath beene other- 
wiſe inexperience;forthree hundred yearesſpace- 
at the leaſt. Bur if it be ſaydto me, that there isa 
difference betrweene Ciuill cauſesand Eccleliaſti- 
call, they may as well tel! me, that Churches and 
C happels neede no reparations, though caftles 
and houſes doe; whereas commonly to ſpeake 
truth, dilapidations of theinward and ſpirituall e- 
gifications of the Church ofGod arein all times as 
great, as the' outward and-materiall. SureT am, 
thatthe very word and ftile- of Reformation vſed 
by our Sauttjour, ab initionon fur ir4, was applyed 
to Church-martters , and thoſe of the higheſt na- 
rireconcerning the Law morall. | 
Neuerthelelſe he were both-vnthankefull and 
vnwile that would denie, but'that the Churehof 
Ey2/and- during the time of Queene Elzzaberh of 
famous 


the Churchof England. © 
fmous memorie did flourtſh, It | ſhould compare 
it withforraine churches,l would rather the com- 
pariſon (hould bein the vertues,then as ſome make 
uinthedefects; rather | (ay, as betweene the Vine 
& the Oline,which ſhould be mot fruitfyll, &not 
as berweene the bryer & the thiſtle, which it.ould 
be moſt vnprefitable. For that reverence ſhould 
be vied tothe Church whichthe good ſonnes of 
Noahviedtotheir fathers nakednetle; that is, as tt 
were to goe backwards, and to helpe the defects 
therecf, and yettodiflemblethem. And ir istobe 
acknowiedzed that (carcely any church ſince the 
Primitiue C:urch,yeelded inhike manner of yeares 
and Latitude . of. Countrey, a greater number 
ot excelient Preachers, Famous Writers., and 
graue Counernours; but for the diſcipline and Or- 
ders of the'Church, as, many and = chicteſt of 
them areveryholyand good, ſo yet if Saint lob» 
wereto inditeanEpiſiletothe Church of Enzland, 


| ashedidrothemot Aſza, it would ſure haue the 


clauſe Habeo aduerſis re pauca. And no more for 
this point, ſauing that as anappendixe. thereunto, 
itis not amiſle ro touch that obieCtion, which is 
made tothe time and nor.to the matter, preten- 
dingthatif Reformation were neceſlarie, yet it 
werenotnow leaſonable at your Mazetes firſt en-+ 
trance. Yet Hippocrares ſaith, S; quid moues a princi- 
pio moue, Andthe wilſedome of all examples doth 
thew, that the wiſeſt Princes, as they haue cuer 

ys (4 7: @» beene 


| Certaine Conſiderations touching 


been the moſt ſparing inremoouing or alteration 
of (eruants and officers vpon their comming in; 
ſo for remoouing of abuſes and enormities, and 


for _—_— of Lawes andthe policie of their 


States, they haue chiefly ſought to enable and 
commend their beginnings therewith, knowin 


that the firſt impreſsion with people continueth . 


long,and when mens mindesare moſttn expeQa- 


tio1and(ufpence,then are they beſt wrought and 
managed. Andtherefore it ſcemeth to me, rhat as 
the ſpring of nature,I meane the ſpring of the . 
yeare, isthe beſt rime for purging and medici- 


ning the naturall body; ſotheſpringof Kingdoms, 


ts the moſtproper feaſon forthe purging and rec- 


tifying of politique bodyes. 


| There remaineth yer an obieCtion rather of | 


ſuſpition then of reafon, and yet ſuchas I thinke 
maketh agrear imprefsion in the mindes of very 
wiſe and well affected perſons; which is, Thar if 
\ way bermen tomutarton though it bein tiking away a« 
bufes, yct it may ſo acquaint men with ſweetneſs of 


chamze,asit will undermine the ſlabilitie even of rhas 


wich is ſound and zaod. This ſurety had beene a - 


cood and true allegation in the ancient conten- 
tons and diuiſions bervicene the people and the 


Senate of Rome, wherethings were caryedatthe _ 


appetites of multitudes which can netier keepe 
withinthe compaſſe ofany moderation. Burtheſe 
things being with vs to have an orderly paſſage 
. vndera King who hatha Royallpower,&ap pars 
judge- 
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the Church of England. 


judgement, and knoweth as well the meaſure of 
things,as the nature of them, is ſurely a needleſle: 
feare. For theyneed not doubt, bur your 1Maueſtie- 
withthe aduiſe of your Councell,wil diſcerne what 
things are intermingled likethe tares amongſtthe 
wheat, which haue their rootes ſo inwrapped and 
intangled, astheone cannot be pulled vp without 
indangering the other , & what acc mingled, but 
as the chaffe & the corne, which needs but a fanne 
ro (tft and (enerthem. So much therefore for the - 
firft point of no reformation to beadmirted ar all. 
For the 2. point, That there ſhould be but one » 
forme of Diſcipline in all churches, &thart impoſed 
by a necelsitie of a comandement & preſcriprout 
ofthe wordof God; it is a matter Volumes haue 
bin compiled of, and therefore cannot receinea 
breef redargution, Ifor my part do confefſethat in 
reueling theſcriptures,l could neuer find any ſuch 
thing, but that God had left the likelibertieto the 
Church-204:rnment, as he hath done to the Cinile- 
Fouernment, to be variedaccordingto time & pla- 
Ee and accidents, whicty neuertheles, his high & 
diuine prouidence dothorder & diſpoſe; for all ci- 
uile pouernmets are reftrained from God vntothe 
generall'grounds of fuſtice & maners, but the po- 
Iicies: & formes ofthem areleft free, So that X1o- 
zirchiet& kingdoms, Senares & Seignories, popu- 
lar ſtates and Comunalties,are all lawfull & where 
they areplantedoughtto be maintained inviolare. 
tm Bt B 3 ©& 
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Solikewiſe in Church-maters, the ſubſtance of 
Doctrine is immutable, and (o are the generall 
Rules ofgouernment; but for Rites and Ceremo- 
nies and for the perticular H:erarchres, policies, 
and diſciplines of Churches, they belett at large, 
And therefore it is good we returne vnto the an- 
cient bonds of vninie,in the Church of God, which 
was one Fazth, one Baptiſne, and not one Hierar- 


ckie, one Diſcipline, and that wee obſerue the 


league of Chriſtians as it is penned by our Sauiour 
Chriſi whichis in ſubſtance of doQrine this, Hee 
that is not with vs j5 againſt vs.But in things indiffe- 
rent and but of circumſtance, this, Hee that is nor 
azainſt vs,is with vs, Intheſe things ſoas the gene- 
rall rules be obſerued char Ciriſts Flocke be fed; that 
there bee a ſucceſsionin Byſhop sand Miniſters, which 


are the Prophers of the New Teitament ,that there 


bea due &reuerent vſe ofthe power of rhe Keyes; 
that thoſe that preach the Goſpel Jiue of the Goſpel; that 
all rhins's tend ro edification; that all hinzs be done in 
order E* with decencie, and thelike; the reſt is left to 
the holy wiſedome andfſpirituall diſcretion of the 
maſter-builders and inferiour builders in Chri/tes 
Church ,as-it is excellently alluded by that Father 
that noted that Chriftcs 2arment was without 
ſeame, and yet the Churches garment was of 
diaers collours,and thereupon ſetteth downe for 
a Rule; In veſte varietas ſir ſciſſura non ſir. | 
[n which varietieneuertheleſle it is a ſafeanda 
| wiſe 


the Church of England. 
wiſe courſe to follow good examples and preſi-- 
dents. But then the rule of imitation and example, 
is ftoconlider not onely which are the beſt, but 
which arethe likeſt, as namely the gouerment of 
the Church, inthe pureſt ries of the firſt good 
Emperours that imbraced the *a7th. For the times 
of perlecution before temporall Princes recciued. 
the Fairh,asthey were excellenttimesfor doctrine 
and manners, ſorhey be vaproper& vnlike exam- 
ples of outward gouenment and policie. And fo 
much for this point: now to the perticular points. 
of controuerlies or rather of reformation. 


' Cireumftances in the Gonernment 
K of Byſhops. 


F' rſttherefore for the Gouernment of Byſhops,l 
for my partnotpreiudging the Prelidentes of 
other reformed Churches, doe hold it warranted 
by the word ofGod and by the praQtiſe of thean- 
cient Church in the better times, and much more 
conuenient for Kingdomes then'parity of Mini- 
ſters, and gouernament by Synodes: Burthenfar- 
ther-it 1>to'be conlidered;, that the Church isnor 
now to plant or build, but onely tobee pruned: 
from .corruptions and. repaired, and reſtored in 
ſome decayes. 
For it is worth the noting, that the Scripture: 
' ſaith, 
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fayth, Tran/lito Sacerdotio, necefse oft us &* Legus fiat 
tranſlatio, lt is not poſxible in reſpect of thegrear 
and neere {ympathie betweene the State Cuile, 
and the State Eccleſiafticall, to make ſo mayne an 
alteration inthe Church, but it would hauea peri- 
lous operation vpon the Kingdome; andtherefore 
it is fit, that controuerſie ben peace and lilence, 
But thereberwo circumſtances in the admi- 

niſtration of Byfhops, wherein I confeſſe I could 
neuer be ſatisfyed. The one, the ſole exerciſe of their 
authoritic; The other, the Depuration of their amho- 
Vie 

For the firſt the Byſhop giuethorders alone,cx- 
communicateth alone, udgethalone.Thisſeemes 
to be a thing almoſt without example in gouern-_ 
ment, and thereforenot vnlikely to hane crept in 
the degenerateand corrupt times. Wee ſee the 
greateſt Kings and Monarches haue their Coun- | 
cels. There is no temporall Councell in Excland of 
the higher ſort where the authorite doth reftin 
one perſon. The Kings-bench, Comon-pleas, and 
the Exchequer, are benches ofa certen number of 
ludges, The Chauncellor of England hath an Afi- | 
Rance of 12. Maiſters of the Chancerie. The Ma- 
ſter ofthe Wards hatha councell of the Court, Se 
hath the Chancellor of the Duchie. In the Exche- 
quer Chamber, the Lord Treaforer is joyned with 
the Chancellor and the Barrons; The Maifters of 
the Requeſtsare euer morethan one. The —_—_ 
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the ((hurchof England. 
of Aſſiſearetwo. The Zord Preſedents in the Mar- 
chesand inthe North, have councels of diuers. 
The Starre-chamber is an aſſembly of the Kiazs 
priuie Courcel/ aſperied with Zords Spirituall and 
Temporall. So as in all Courtes the principall per« 
ſon hatheuer either Colleagues or 4ſſ?//ors. 
Thelike is to bee found inother well gouerned 
Kingdomes abroad where the juriſdiction is yet 
more diſtributed, asin the Courtes of Parliament 
of France, andin other places. No man will denie, 
but the Acts that paſſe the Byſhyps juriſdiion,are 
of as great importanceasthoſe that paſſe the Ciuile 
Courrs;tor mens ſoules are more precious then 
their bodyes or goods, &ſoaretheir good names, 
Byſbops haue their infirmities. and haue no excep- 
tion from that generallmalediQtion which is prc= 
nouncedagainftall menliuing, Ye /o/i,am fi ceci- 
derir, &*c. Nay, weſeethat the firſt warrant in (pi- 
rituall cauſes is directed to a number DeiEccleſzr, 
which isnotſo in temporall matters; And wee ſee 
that in generall cauſes of Church-2onernmen:, the: e 
arealwellAfſemblies of all the Clergie in Counce!s, 
as of the States in Parliament, whence ſhould this 
ſoleexercile of juriſdiaion come? Surely I doe 
ſuppoſe & Ithinke vpon ground, that ab in:rio nn 
furt ira; and that the Deanes and Chapters were 
counſels about the Seas and chaires of F:ſhops at 
the firſt, and were vntothema Preſhirerie, or Con- 
{##orie;and intermedled not onely inthe diſpoſing 
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(ertaine Conſrderations touching 
oftheir reuenues & endowments, but much more 
in juriſdiction Eccleſiafticall. Bur it is probable, 
that the Deare aud Chapter Rtooke cloſe to the By- 
ſhops in matters ofprofitand the world, and would: 
not looſe their hold;but in matters cf juriſdiction, 
(which they accounted buttrouble & attendance) 
they ſufferedthe Byſhops to encroach and vſurpe,. 
and (o the one continueth, & the other is loſt. And 
weleethat the Byſhop of Rome, (fas eit © ab hoſte 
diceri,)and noqueſtion in that'Charch the firſt jn+ 
ſtitutions were excellent) performeth all Ecclelſi- 
aſticall juriſdiQtion as in Conſiſtorie. 

And whereof conliſteth. this Cor/5torie, but of 
the pariſh Prieſts of.Rome, which terme theſelues 
Cardinals, a cardinibus mundz, becauſe the Byſhop: 
pretendeth tobe vniuerſallouer the whole bears 
And herofagaine welee diuers ſhadowes yetre- 
maining; As that the. Deane and Chapter, Pro for- 
a chooſeththe Byſhop, which isthe higheſt point: 


of juriſdition. And that the ſhop when hee gi-: 


ueth orders,ifthere be any Miniſters caſuallie pre- 
ſent, calleth them to ioyne with him in impoſition: 
of hands, and ſome other particulars. And there- 
foreitleemesto mea thing reaſonable and religt«- 
ous, and according to the firſt jnſtirution, that By- 


ſhops in the greateſt cauſes, & thoſe which m__ 


aſpiritnal diſcerning,namely in ordayning,ſuſpen- 


ding ordepryuing Miniſtersin-excommunication:: . 


being reſtored tothe true and proper vſe. as ſhall. 
bee: 


We PIE BO TED AO AT CNT 


£4 


the (hurchof England. 

be afterwards touched, in ſentencing the validitie 
of mariages,and legittimations, iniudging cauſes 
criminousas ſymonie, inceſt, blaſphemie & the like 
ſhould not praceed (ole & vnaſlifted, which point 
asI vnderitand,isa Reformarion that may be plan- 
red /ane ſtrepiry, without any perturbation at all, 
and isa matter which will ge ftrengthtothe #y- 
ſhops,countenancetothe interiourdegrees of Pre- 
lates or Miniſters, andthe better yſlue or procee- 
ding in thoſe cauſesthat ſhall paſſe. 

AndasI wiſhthis ſtrength ginenro the Byſhops 
by Councell, ſoit isnot vnworthy your Mazeſtres 
Royall con(ideration, whether you ſhallnot think 
fit ro giue ſtrength to the general Councellof your 
Clerzic, the Connocation Houſe, which. was then re- 
ſtrained, when the ſtate of the Clergze was thought 
a ſuſpected part to the Kingdome 1n regard of 
their late homage to the Byſhop of Rome, which 
ſtatenow will giue place ro noneintheir loyaltie 
and deuotionto your Maieſtte, 

For the ſecond point, which is the Depura- 
tion of their Authoritie, I ſee noperfeQ and (ure 
ground for that neither, being ſomewhat diffe. 
rent from the examples and rules of gouernment. 
The Byſhop exerciſeth his juriſdiQtionby his Cha#- 
cellor and Commiſsarie, Official &*c. We ſeeinall 
Lawes in the world, Officesof confidenceand skill 
cannot be put ouer nor exerciſed by depurte, ex- 


cept it be eſpecially cotainedin the original grant, 
| | C and 
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( ertaine Conſiderations touching | 


and in that caſeit is dutifull. And for experience, 
there wasneuer any Chauncellor of Enzland, made 
a Deputie. There was neuer any judge inany 
Court,made a Depurie. The Byſhop is a Iudge,and 
of ahigh Nature, whence commeth it that hee 
ſhould depute, conlidering thatall truſt and con- 
fidenceas was ſaid is perſonall & inherent,& can 
not or oughtnot to be tranſpoled?Surely inthis a- 
eaine ab 12110 ron fruit ira, but 1t 1s probable, that 
Byſhops when they gaue themſelues roo much to 
the glorie of the world, and became Grangesin 
Kingdomes,& great Councellors to Princes,then 
did they deleague their proper juriſdiction as 
things oftwo interiour anature for their greatnes; 
&then after the ſimilitude and imitation of Kings 
and Countes Palatine, they would haue their 
C hancellors and [udges, 

But that example of Kings and Porentates gi- 
ueth no gooddefence. For the reaſons why Kings 
adminiſter by their Iudges, although themſelues 
are (upreame Iudges, are rwo. The one, becauſe 
the Offices of Kings are for the moſt part of in- 
heritance, and itisa Rule inall Lawes: That 0ffi- 
ces o' inhernance, arerither matters that ſound in in- 
reveſt then in confivence, foralmuch as they may fall 
vpon women, vpon Infants,vpon Lunatiques and 
idiots, perſons vncapable to execute judicature 
in perſon,and thereforeſuch Offices by all Lawes 
might eucr beexerciſed and adminiſtred by dele- 


. gation. 


the Church of England. 


gation. The ſecond reaſon is, becauſe ofthe ampli- 
rude oftheir Iuriſdictt6,which 1s as great as either 
their birth-right from their Aunceſflors, or their 
fyord-right from God,maketh it. And therefore if 
Moſes that was Gouernour ouer no great people, 
and thoſe collected together in a campe, and not 
ſcatteredin Prouinces and cities, himlelfe likewiſe 
of an extraordinarieſpirit, wasneuertheles not a- 
ble to ſuffice and hold our in perſon to indge the 
people, but did by the aduiſe of 7erhro approued 
trom God, ſubſticute Elders,& Iudges; how much 
more other Kings and Princes? 

Thereis athird Reaſonlikewiſe, not much to 


| thepreſentpurpoſe,and thar is: T hat Kings either 


in reſpect of the Comon-wealth, or of the great- 
nes of their owne Patrimonies,are vſually parties 
inſutes, /afd then their ludges ſtand indifferent 
betweenthem and the (ubiect. But inthe caſe of 
Byſhops, none of theſe reaſons hold For firſt, their 
Office iselectiue and for life, and not patrimoni- 
all or hereditarie; an Office meerly of confidence, 
ſcience,and qualification. And for the ſecond rea- 
ſon, it 1s:true that their juriſdiction 1s ample and 
ſpacious; and thattheir ttme1s to bee diuided be- 
tweenthElabours aſwell inthe word & doQtrine, 
as ingouernmentand juriſdiction, Bur yetI donor 
lee, ſuppoling the Byſhops Courtesto bee vied vn- 
corruptly,and without any indirect courſe heide 
tro multiply caules for gaine of fees, bur that the 
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(: ertaine Conſiderations touching 


Eyſhop might very welfor cauſes of moment,ſupply 
his judiciall tunction in his owne perfon. For we 
ſcebetore our eyes, that one Chaurcellor of Enz- 
/azd diſpatcheth the (utes in equitie of the whole 
Kingdom; which 1s not by reaton of the excellen- 
cie of that rare honourable Perſon which now 
holderh that place,bur it was euer ſo,though more 
and lefle burdenons to the ſutor,as the Chauncelor 
was more or lefſeableto giue diſpatch.And it heed 
be raken to that which was ſaid before,thatthe By- 
ſhops labour inthe word muſt take vp a principall 
part of his time, ſo I may fay againe, that marters 
of State haue euer taken vp moſt of the Chauncel- 
{;r5 time, hauing bin for the moft part perſons vp- 
on whomthe Kings of this Realme haue moſt re- 
lied for matters of Councell. Andthereforethere 
isno doubr,butthe Byſhop, whole circuite is leſle 
ample, &the cauſesin naturenot ſo multiplying, 
with the helpe of references & certificates to and 
iro fit perſons for the m_ ripening of caules in 
their meane proceedings, & ſuch ordinary helpes 
incident to juriſdiction, may very well ſuffice his 
Office. Bur yertthere is an other helpe, for the cau- 
ſesthat come before him are theſe, Tythes, Le- 
gaciesand adminiſtrations ,andother teſtamentary 
cauſes, cauſes Matrimoniall, accuſations againſt 
Miniſters tending torheir ſuſpenſion, deprivation 
or degrading, Symonie , Incontinencie, Hereſie, 
blaſphemie,breach, of Saboth, &other like —_ 
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the Church of England. 
of (canda!l. The firſt two of theſe in mine opinion, 
differ from the reſt, that is, Tythes & Teſtaments, 
for thoſe be matters of profite and in their nature 
temporalt, though by a tauor and conniuence of 
the temporall juriſdiction, they haue been allow- 
ed & permitted tothe Courts Eccleſuaſticallthe one, 
to the endthe Cler2ie might ſue for that that was 
their ſuſtemation,before their owne [udges,& the 
other in akind of pietie and Religion, which was 
thought incident to the performance of dead mens 
wils. And{urely torthele 2, the By.m mine opinis, 
may withlleſle danger diſcharge himſelfe vpon his 
ordinariejudges. AndlI thinke likevile it will fall 
out that thoſe ſutesare inthe greateſt number.Bur 
for the reſt, which require ſpiritual ſcience & dif- 
cretion inreſpect oftheir nature,or of the ſcandall, 
it were reaſon in my opinion there were no audi- 
ence giuen,but _ By. himſelf, he being allo aſ- 
liſted as was touched before, butt were neceſla- 
riealſo he were attended by his Chancellor orfome 
others hisOfficers, being learned inthe Ciuile Law, 
for his better inſtruction in points of formalitie,or 
the courſes of the Court, which if it were done, 
thewerethere lefle vſc of the &ffrcials Conrr;wher- 
of there is now ſo muchcomplaint. And cauſes of 
thenature aforeſaid being only drawen to the Au- 
dience of the By. it would repreſle frinolous and 
powling ſutes, andgiueagraue & incorrupt pro- 
cecding thfuch caules as ſhalbe fit for the C _ 

| | 'There- 


( ertaine Conſiderations touching 


T here isa third. point alſo, not of juriſdiction, 
but of forme of proceeding, which may diſcerne 
Reformation; the rather becaule it 1s contrary to 
the Lawes and Cuſtomes of this Land and State, 
which though they doe nor rule thole procee- 
dings, yet may they beaduiſed with tor better di- 
rection,&that is,the oath ex Officio, whereby men 
are inforced to accule themſelues, and that that is 
more, are {worne vnto Blanques,and not vnto ac- 
culations and charges declared. By the Lawes of 
En2land,no man is bound to accule himlelte, In 
the higheſt caſes of creaſon,torture is vled for dil- 
co:1erie,and not for euidence. In capitallmatters, 
nodelinquents anſwere vponothe isrequired, no 
not permitted. In criminall matters not capirall, 
handled in the Starre-Chamber, and in cauſes of 
conſcience handled in the Chanrcerte, for the moſt 
partgrounded vpontrufſt and fecrelie, the oth of 
the partie is required. But how? Wherethere is 
an accuſation Kan Accuſor, whichwe call bills of 
complaint, (from which the complainant cannot 
varie,& out ofthe copaſle ofthe whichthe defen- 
dant may not bee examined) exhibired vnto the 
the Court, and by Procesnotified vnto the defen- 
dant. But to examine a man vpon othe out of the 


inſinuation of fame, or out of accuſations ſecret * 


and vndeclared,though it haue ſome countenance. 
from the Cinile Law, yet it is ſo oppolite ex diame- 
iro totheſenceand courle of the Common-Lawe, 

as 
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as it may wellreceiue ſome limitation, 


; 5 : ; 
Concerning the liturgie, the Cere- 
\monzs, and Subſcription, 
Or the Zzz#727e, great reſpe£ft and heed would 
be raken,leaſt by inuaighing againſtthe dumbe 
Miniftrie,due reuerence be not with-drawen 
from the Lr4rgie. Forthough the gift of preach- 
ing, be farreaboue that of reading, yerthe action 
of the Liruygjc is, as high and holy as that of the. 
Sermen, It is faid, Domus mea,domusorarionts voca- 
bitur,the houſe of praycr, not the houſe of prea- 
ching. And whereas the Apoſtle faith: How ſhall 
men call 1; on him 0» whom they hane not beleeuea? 
and low ſhall they beleeae vnleſſe they heare? and how 


| ſhall they hegre without a Preacher? It appeareth 


thataspreaching is the-more originall, ſoprayer 
15 the morefigall, as the difference 1s betweenethe 
{eedeandrhefruite, for the keeping of Gods Law 
is the fruite'of the teaching of the Law, and Pray- 
er,or Imuocation, or Diuine ſeruice, or Liturzie (for 
theſe be but varieties of termes) is the mediat hal- 
lowing of the Name of God, and the principal 
worke of the firſt Table, and of the great Com- 
mandement of the Layy of God. It is rrue that the 
preaching ofthe holy word of God, isthe ſowing 
ofthe leed,itis the lifting vp of the —— 
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Certaine Conſiderations touching 


the Miniſtrie of Faith and the ordinariemeanes of 
faluation, but yer it is good to take example, how 
that the beſt Actions of the worſhip of God may 
be extolled exceſliuely and ſuperſtitiouſly. As the 
extolling ofthe Sacrament bred the ſuperſtition 
of the Maſle; the extolling of the Liturgie & pray- 
ers, bred the ſuperſtition of the monaſticall or- 
ders & oraiſons; And ſonodoubt preaching like- 
wiſe may be magnifyed &extolled (uperſtitiouſly, 
as ifalthe whole body of Gods worſhip ſhould be 
turned into an care. Soas none (asI tuppoſe) of 
ſound judgement, willderogate fro the Liturgie, 
ifthe formerhereof be jnall parts agreeabletothe 
word of God, the example ofthe Primicine Church, 
& that holy decencie which S.Paulcommendeth. 
And therfore firſt,that there bea (et forme of prai- 
cr, &that it be nor left, either to an extemporall 
forme, orto an arbitrarie forme. Secondly, thar it 
conliſt as wel of lawdes,hymnes,&thankſgiuings, 
as of petitions, prayers and (upplications, Thirdly, 
that Tor forme thereof be quickened with ſome 
ſhortnes ,and diuerſitics of prayers & hymnes and 
with ſome interchanges ofthe voyce of the peo- 
ple, aſiyel as ofthe voyceofthe Mmiſter.Fourthly, 
that it admit ſome diftintions of times and come- 
morations of Gods principall benefits, as well ge- 
nerall as particular, Fiſtly, that prayers likewiſe be 
appropriatedtoſeucrallneceſſities & occaſions of . 
the Church, Sixtly,that there be a forme likewile of | 
words 


"|| 
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the Church of England. 

words & Liturgic inthe adminiſtration of the Se- 
eraments,and in the denouncing of the cenſuresof 
the Church, and other holy ations &ſolemnities. 
T heſethingsI think wilnot be much c6trouerted. 

 Burfor Kin particular exceptions to the Litur- 
gic in forme as itnow ſtands, | thinke diuerſe of 
them allowing they were juſt, yerſceme they nor 
to bewaighty,otherwiſe then that nothing oughr 
to be accounted light in matters of Religion & pi- 
etic, asthe Heathen himfelfe could ſay, Eriam vul- 
ru ſepeleditar pieras, That the word Prieſt ſhould 
not bee continued eſpecially with offence, the 
word Miniſter being already made familiar. T his 
may beſaydthat it is a good Rule intranſlation, | 
neuer to cohfound that in one wordiinthe tranfla- 
tion, whichiis precilcly diſtinguiſhed in 2. words 
inthe original,for doubt ofxquiuocation and tra- 
ducing. And therefore ſeeing the word Hgofuree&- 
and jig; bealwayes diſtinquiſhed in the originall, 
and the one vſed for a facrihcer,the other for a Mi- 
niſter the word Prieſt being made comonto both, 
whatſocuerithederwatis be,yetin viſe itconfoun- 
d<th the Minter withthe Sacrificer. And for an ex- 
ample, ofthis kinde,I did cuer allow the diſcreti- 
on and tendernes of the Zhemiſhrranſlation in this 
Poynt, that; finding in the originall the VVord 
«ydr2 and neuer tes, doeener tranſlate Charitze, 


 andneuer Lawe, becauſe of the indifferencie and 


E£quiuocation of the word with impure Lane. 
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Certaine Conſiderations touching 


Touching the Abſolurion, it is not vnworthie 
conlideration whether it may not be thought vn- 
proper and vnneceſlarie, for there are but two 
{orts of Abſolution, both ſuppoſing an obligation 
precedent: the one vppon an Excommunica- | 
tion, which is Religious and primitiue; the 
other vppon Confeſlion and Pennance which | 
is ſuperſtitious, or at leaſt poſitiue, and both par- 
ticular, neither generall. Therefore lince the 'Þ 
one is taken ayay, and the other hath his proper 
cale,what dotha generallabſolution wherin there 

is neither Pennance nor excommunication pre- 

cedemt? Forthe Church neuer looſeth, but where 
theC/:1rch hath bound. And ſurely, I may thinke, ; 
this at the firſt was allowedina kinde of ſpirituall - * F 
diſcretion, becauſe the Chyrch thought the peo- | 
ple could not be fuddenly weaned from their con- 
ccit of aſſoyling, to which they had been ſo long 
accuſtomed, | 

For Confirmation, to my vnderſtanding the , 

ſtate of the Queſtion 1s, whether it bee not a mat- 2 
iter miſtaken and altered bi) time,and whether thar | 
be not now made a ſubſequent to Bapr:ſme,which 
was indeed an inducement tothe Communion, For 
whereas in the: Primitine Church, children were 
examined of their Fai:h before they were admit- 
tedto the Commr 2799, time may leeme to haue 
turned it to referre as if it had beento recemeg 
confirmation of their Zaptiſzue, 
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the Church of England. 
For Prinate Baptiſme, by Women or Lay- 
perſons, the beſt Dunes doe virerly conderane it, 
and [ heare it not generally defended, and I have 
; often maruelled that where the Booke in the Pre- 
| face to publique Baptiſme,doth acknowledge thar 
Bapriſme it j practiſe of the Primirine Church, 
was o:nniuerfarie and but at ſer and certaine- 
times, which ſheweth that the Primitive Church 
: did not atttibute ſo much to the Ceremonie, as 
1 they would breake an outward and generall or- 
| der for it, the Booke ſhould afterwards allow of 
Private Baptiſme, as if the Ceremonie were of 
thatneceſlitie as the very. Inſtitution, which com- 
mirted Baptiſme onely ro the Miniſters, ſhould 
bee broken inregard of the ſuppoſed neceſvitie. 
And therefore this poynt ofall others, Ithinke was 
but a conceſSum propter duritiam cordis. 

For the forme of celebrating Xatrimonie; the 
theRing ſeemeth to many euen of vulgar ſence 
and vndei ſtanding, a Ceremonienot graue, _ 
a'ly to be made, (asthe words makeit) the eflenti- 
all part of the action, belides ſome other of the 
words arenotedin (pechtobenotſodecent & fir. 

For Mu/zke in Chyrches, That there ſhould bee 
finging of Pfalmes and (pirituall ſongs, isnot de- 
nied, ſothe Queſtion is De mode; wherein if a man 
will looke attentiuely into the order and obſer- 
uance of it ; it is calte to diſcerne, betweene the 
wiſedome ofthe Inſtitution ,and theexceſſeofthe 
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(certaine Confiderations touching 


late times, Forfirſt, there are noSongs or Verſes 
ſung by theQuire, which are not ſuppoſed, by 
continuall vie,to be ſo familiar with the people as 
they haue them without booke, whereby the 
ſound hurteth not the vnderftanding, and thoſe 
which cannot read vponthe booke, are yet parta- 
kers of the ſence & may follow it with their mind. 
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it was thought firthere ſhould be ſome pawſe, for 
holy meditation before they proceeded tothe reſt 
of hs ſeraice; which pavyſe was thought fitto be 
filled rather with ſome graue ſound, then with a 
ftill ilence, which was the reaſon of the playing 
vpon the Organs after the Scriptures read. All 
which wasdecent andtending to edifycation. Bur 
then the curioſitic of diniſion and reports, and 0- 
ther figures of Muſicke, haueno affinity with the 
reaſonable ſeruice of God but were added in the 
more pompous times. 

For the Cap and Surplice, ſincethey bethings in 
their nature indifferent,& yet by ſome held ſuper- 
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con(cience, it ſeemeth to fall within the c6paſle of 
the 4poſtles rule, which is,that the ſtronger dodel- 


is,that it wil be materially ſaid, that the rule holds 
between priuate man,& private man, but not be- 
rweenthe c6ſcience of a priuate man, & the order 
of a Church. Bur yet ſince the queſtionarrhis time 
is ofa tolleration, not by connivence which may 

| incourage 


Soagaine, after thereading of the Word of God, 


ſtitious, & that thequeſtion is berween ſcience & 


cend & yeeld tothe weaker. Qnely,the difference | 
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the Church of England. 


incourage diſobedience, but by Law which may 
giucaliberty,itis good againe to be adviſed, whe- 
ther it fallnot withinthe equity of the former rule, 
The rather becauſe the {ilencing of Miniſters by 
this occalion, is in this ſcarcity eiwed preachers, 
a puniſhment thatlights vponthe people, as ſwell 
as vponthe partie, And for the Swcr:iprion, itſee- 
wk 1 tobeinthe natureof a confeſſion, &there- 
fore more proper to binde inthe vnitie of Fa;rh,& 
to-be vrged rather for Articles of doQtrine,then for 
Rires & ceremonies & points of outward gouern- 
ment. For howſoeuer politick conſiderations and 
reaſons of State may require vniformitie, yet chri- 
ſtian & diuine grounds looke chiefly vpon vaitie. 
T ouchins 4 Preaching Miniftrie. | 
TI ſpeake of a learned Xniftrie,it is true, thar 
the worthines of the Paſtors K Miniſters is of 
all other points of religionthe moſt ſummaric;l do 
not ſay the greateſt, bur the moſt effeQtual towards 
all the reſt, But herein to my vnderſtanding, while 
mengo on'in Zealetohaſten this worke ; they are 
not aware of as great or greater inconuenience 
then that which they ſecke ro remooue. For, 
while they pug againſt a dumbe XMin/tric, 
they make too eaſie and too promiſcuous an al- 
lowance of ſuch as they account Preachers; ha- 
uing not reſpect inough to their learnings in 0- 
ther Artes, which are hand-maydes to Diuini- 
tie; nor reſpe&t inough to the gift it ſelfe which 
many times 1s none at all, For God forbid that 
cuery 
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the Church of England, ; 
enery manthat can take vnto himlelfe boldneſle.to 
kean houretogether inaChurch vpon a Text, 
{nould bee admitted for a Preacher though hee 
meaneneuecrſo well I know thereis a greatlati: 
rude in gifts,and a great vatietie in Auditories and 
Congregations, bur yet lo, as there 1s a/iquid in- 
fimum, below which you ought not to deſcend. 
For you muſt rather leaue the A-ke to ſhake, as it 
ſhall pleaſe God, then put vnworthy hands to hold 
it vp, and when we are in Cods Temple, weeare 
warned rather to put our hands vpon our mouth, 
then to offer the Sacrifice of fooles. And ſurely,ir 
may be iuftly thought, that amongſt 'many cauſes 
of 4rheiſme which are miſerably metinourAge, 
as Schilmes and controuerſies, prophane ſcoffting 
in holy mattersand others, iris not the leaſtthat 
diners doaduenture to handle the word of God, 
whichare vnfit & vnworthy. And herein I would 
haneno man miſtake mee, as if I did extoll curious 
and affeed preaching, which is as muchon the 
other fide to be diſliked, and breeds Arheiſme and 
ſcandall as well as the other (for who would nor 
be offended at-one that comes into the pulpit, as 
ifhe came vponthe Stage, to play parts or priſes?) 
neither on the other (ide, as if I would diſcourage 
any who hath any tollerable gift. 
But vpon this point, ground three conſidera- 
tions, whether it were not requilite to renew that 


eood exerciſe which was praQiiſed in this Church 
| ' fome 


